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CITING SOURCES

When doing research, it is important to keep track of the sources of information,
and it is also essential to have proper documentation of the sources used. It is
easier to collect this information as you are doing your research.

Under the APA guidelines, the bibliography is called “References.”

Gather the elements needed for proper citation. There are many styles and forms
used to cite sources.

Whatever style you choose, accuracy, clarity, and consistency are the most
important factors when citing information sources.

For more information, consult the following resource:

American Psychiatric Association. (2001). Publication manual of the American

Psychiatric Association (5" ed.). Washington, DC: Author.

Web site for APA
http://www.apastyle.org

Some examples used in this booklet have been borrowed from web sites and
printed sources.
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COMMONLY USED TERMS

American Psychological Association (APA) — An association that has developed
standardized methods for citing sources used in research. They have also
formulated guidelines for citing electronic sources. The bibliography, found at the
end of the text, is called “References.” The APA method does not use endnotes or
footnotes but instead uses parenthetical citations.

Bibliography — An alphabetical list of books and other sources used in writing a
book. It is placed at the end of the text. APA guidelines call this “References.”

Documentation — Supplying exact references to the sources of authoritative
information used to support your research, statements, or hypotheses.

Electronic source — Information found on computer software, CD-ROM
databases, computer and information services, Web sites, and e-mail.

Endnotes — Numbered citations in the text that are keyed to citations placed at the
end of the chapter, with complete bibliographic listings at the end of the text.

Footnotes — Numbered citations in the text that are keyed to citations placed at the
bottom of the page, with complete bibliographic listings at the end of the text.

Parenthetical citations — Author’s name and page numbers placed in text in
parentheses, with full bibliographical data in a list at the end of the text.

References — Term used by APA to refer to bibliography or works cited.
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APA CITATION TIPS

Italics

Dates

Titles

Indentation

Name order

Multiple
authors

Publishers’
locations

Italics should be used for indicating titles of books, periodicals,
web sites, and microfilm publications. Underlining is acceptable if
it is impossible to use italics.

Spell out all months in full. Do not abbreviate.

For article titles and book titles, capitalize the first letter of the first
word, but use lower case for all other words, except the initial
letters of proper names and the first word after a colon.

For journal titles, capitalize all major words.

Indent the second line of each entry one-half inch.

For most Western and Westernized names, place the last name
first, followed by a comma and the first and middle initials.

Examples:

2 authors — Child, J., & Eliot, T.S.

3-6 authors — Child, J., Eliot, T.S., & McCartney, P.

More than 6 authors — List first 6 as above and abbreviate
remaining authors using et al.: Child, Eliot, King, Jones, Smith,
McCartney, et al.

Include the city and state for U.S. publishers and country for
publishers outside of the United States. The names of U.S. states
are abbreviated in the reference list (see page 218 in the
Publication manual of the American Psychological Association 5"
edition for a listing of proper abbreviations). Some major cities
can be listed without the state abbreviation or country because they
are well known in the publishing industry. These major cities are
as follows:

American Cities Foreign Cities
Baltimore New York Amsterdam  Paris
Boston Philadelphia Jerusalem Rome
Chicago San Francisco London Stockholm
Los Angeles Milan Tokyo

Moscow Vienna
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IN-TEXT CITATION TIPS

APA style requires that you include an in-text citation at any point in your paper where you use
another author’s exact words or include ideas or facts from your research that are not commonly
known. Using this in-text citation, readers should be able to identify the source of your
information on the alphabetical References page.

Works by one author

Include the author’s last name, the year of publication, and the page number(s)
where the information was found:

It is said that “For all his faults, King James had one virtue that redeems him: he

loved the theater” (McDonald, 1992, p. 305).

If the author’s name is included in the text, place the year of publication in
parentheses after the last name and simply include the page numbers in parentheses
after the quotation:

Russ McDonald (1992) writes that to spite his faults “King James had one virtue

that redeems him: he loved the theater” (p. 305).

Two citations may appear in the same sentence:

Although Byron admired Napoleon from his youth (Maurois, 2004, p. 45-46),
Christensen points out that in his poetry Byron “criticizes Napoleon for having

forgotten the groundlessness of his triumph” (169).

Works by two authors

Cite both names in each in-text citation: (Gottfredson & McConville, 1987, p. 87).

Guidelines for APA Style Manual - Revised on 3/19/2007 11:13 AM 4



IN-TEXT CITATION TIPS

Works by three, four, or five authors

Cite all authors the first time you refer to them. Each subsequent time, list only the
first author and follow the name with et al.:

Jones, Eliot, McCartney, & King (2005) found that.... [First citation in text]
Jones, et al. (2005) also found that.... [All subsequent citations from this source]

Works by six or more authors

Cite only the first author’s name followed by et al.:

(Jones, et al., 2005, p. 34)

Jones, et al. (2005) claim that....

Sources without an author

If the author of the text is not given, include the next piece of information in the
reference (usually the title of the article or book) in its place along with the year:

The Medicare Prescription Drug Improvement and Modernization Act of 2003
targets those taking multiple medications for multiple conditions (“Executive
Summary,” 1975, p. 13).

Sources without page numbers

For electronic and other sources that do not include a page number, use the
paragraph number, if available, preceded by the I symbol or the abbreviation
para. If you do not have page or paragraph numbers, cite the heading and the
paragraph number to help the reader find the cited information:

(Barry, 2004, 1 3).

(Barry, 2004, Conclusion section, para. 3)
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IN-TEXT CITATION TIPS

If the title is long, include only the first few words in your citation; this saves space
while still allowing the reader to find the reference alphabetically on your works
cited page:

“Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACDA).” Encyclopedia of Drugs, Alcohol &

Addictive Behavior. 2nd ed. Ed. Rosalyn Carson-Dewitt. New York:

Macmillan, 1987.

can be cited as (“Adult Children,” 1987, p. 153).

Sources referenced within another source (indirect source)

When your source includes a quotation from another source, write “cited in” and
the information for the source in which you found the quote:

Lady Byron complained that Lord Byron “laboured to convince me that Right and

Wrong were merely convention” (cited in Christensen, 2005, p. 179).
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Books

APA BIBLIOGRAPHIC FORMAT

Author, A. A. (Year of publication). Title of book. Place of Publication: Publisher.

Book with one author:

Mondimore, F. M. (1999). Bipolar disorder: A guide for patients and families. Baltimore:

Johns Hopkins University Press.

Book with two to six authors:

Gottfredson, S. G., & McConville, S. (1987). America's correctional crisis. Westport, CT:

Greenwood.

Book with seven or more authors:

Allen, J., Massey, D., Cochrane, A., Charlesworth, J., Court, G., Henry, N., et al.

(1998). Rethinking the region. London: Routledge.
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Books

Book with no author (begin with title):

Rand McNally commercial atlas. (1993). Skokie, IL: Rand McNally.

For a translation:

Tolstoy, L. (1972). War and peace (C. Garnett, Trans.). London: Pan Books. (Original

work published 1868-1869)

For an edited work:

Carter, K., & Spitzack, C. (Eds.). (1989). Doing research on women's communication.

Norwood, NJ: Ablex.
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ARTICLE, ESSAY, OR CHAPTER IN A BOOK

APA BIBLIOGRAPHIC FORMAT
Author, A. A. (Year of publication). Title of article or chapter. In A. A. Editor (Ed.), Title

of book (pp. xx-xx). Place of Publication: Publisher.

[Note: Use p. for one page, pp. for multiple pages]

Article, essay, or chapter in an edited book:

Chen, E. C. (2001). Multicultural counseling supervision: An interactional approach. In
J. G. Ponterotto, J. M. Casas, L. A. Suzuki, & C. M. Alexander (Eds.), Handbook

of multicultural counseling (pp. 801-824). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Guidelines for APA Style Manual - Revised on 3/19/2007 11:13 AM




ENCYCLOPEDIA AND DICTIONARY

Unsigned article in an Encyclopedia:

Hawaiians. (1998). In Worldmark encyclopedia of cultures and daily life (Vol. 2, pp.

224-227). Detroit, MI: Gale.

Signed article in an Encyclopedia

Rabiger, M., Sklar, R. & Tanis, N. (2006). Motion picture. In World Book Encyclopedia

(Vol. 13, pp. 846-874). Chicago: World Book.

Dictionary:
Anderson, K. N. (Ed.). (2002). Abbe-Estlander operation. Mosby's Medical, Nursing, &

Allied Health Dictionary. (6™ ed.). St. Louis, MO: Mosby-Elsevier.
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ARTICLES FROM PRINT JOURNALS

APA BIBLIOGRAPHIC FORMAT

Author, A. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical, Volume number (issue number),

pages.

[Note: Do not use the letters p. or pp. before page numbers when the volume
number is given.]

SAMPLE APA CITATION WITH VOLUME NUMBER (No issue number given)

Brown, E. (1996). The lake of seduction: Silence, hysteria, and the space of feminist

theatre. JTD: Journal of Theatre and Drama, 2, 175-200.
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ARTICLES FROM PRINT MAGAZINES

APA BIBLIOGRAPHIC FORMAT

Author, A. (Year, Month Day). Title of article. Title of Magazine, Volume number,

pages. [Note: Do not use p. or pp. before page numbers. Issue numbers are not

used with magazine citations]

SAMPLE APA CITATION WITH VOLUME NUMBER

Valley, J. (2005, October). A cool early earth? Scientific American, 293, 58-65.
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ARTICLES FROM PRINT NEWSPAPERS

APA BIBLIOGRAPHIC FORMAT
Author, A. (Year of publication). Title of article. Name of Newspaper, page(s) of article.

[Note: Use p. for one page, pp. for multiple pages]

Holden, S. (1998, May 16). Frank Sinatra dies at 82: Matchless stylist of pop. The New

York Times, pp. Al, A22-A23.

An anonymous article:

Awash in garbage. (1987, August 15). The New York Times, p. A26.

A letter to the editor:

Rissman, E. M. (1989, June 29). Solving traffic problems. [Letter to the editor]. Los

Angeles Times, p. B5.
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EXAMPLE CITATIONS OF COMMONLY USED PRINT REFERENCE SOURCES

Information Plus

SAMPLE APA CITATION WHERE ENTIRE BOOK IS USED
[Note: Page numbers are not given when entire book is used.]

Begun, A. (2000). Gambling: Crime or recreation? Detroit, MI: Gale.

SAMPLE APA CITATION WHERE ONE CHAPTER IS USED AND THERE IS AN EDITOR

[Note: When only one chapter of a book is used, give the page numbers, chapter title,
and book title.]

Alters, S. (2006). Abortion in the United States: A statistical study. In P. Kepos (Ed.),

Abortion: An external social and moral issue (pp. 37-60). Detroit, MI: Gale.

Gale Criticism Collections (Short Story Criticism, CLC, TCLC, etc.)

Canty, D. (1996). McMillan arrives. In J. Hunter, D. Schmitt, & T. White (Eds.),
Contemporary literary criticism (pp. 236-7). Detroit, MI: Gale. (Reprinted from

English Journal, 83(4), 86-7.
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EXAMPLE CITATIONS OF COMMONLY USED PRINT REFERENCE SOURCES

Gale for Students Collections (Short Stories for Students, Drama for
Students, Poetry for Students, Shakespeare for Students, etc.)

SAMPLE APA CITATION FOR AN ESSAY REPRINTED FROM A BOOK
Warnken, L. H. (1992). lago as a projection of Othello. In M. Scott (Ed.), Shakespeare
for students (Vol. 1, pp. 442-448). Detroit: Gale. (Reprinted from Shakespeare

Encomium, pp. 1-15, by A. Paolucci, Ed., 1964, New York: City College)

[Note: Use p. for one page, pp. for multiple pages. N.p. indicates no place of publication

available.]

SAMPLE APA CITATION FOR A SECTION OF AN ENTRY NOT ATTRIBUTED TO A SPECIFIC AUTHOR
SUCH AS THE “INTRODUCTION,” “THEMES,” OR HISTORICAL CONTEXT” SECTIONS.

Wild Geese. (2002). In A. M. Hacht (Ed.), Poetry for students. (Vol. 15, pp. 206-213).
Detroit, MI: Gale.

SAMPLE APA CITATION FOR A CRITICAL ESSAY WRITTEN ESPECIALLY FOR THE BOOK, SUCH AS

THE “ CRITICISM” SECTION.

Kukathas, U. (2004). Critical essay on “Porphyria’s lover.” In A. M. Hacht (Ed.), Poetry

for students. (Vol. 15, pp. 159-161), Detroit, MI: Gale.

Guidelines for APA Style Manual - Revised on 3/19/2007 11:13 AM 15



EXAMPLE CITATIONS OF COMMONLY USED PRINT REFERENCE SOURCES

CQ Researcher

[Note: This is one print reference source that has month, day, and year instead of just
year. The CQ Researcher book is similar to having a journal or a magazine, such as
Time, bound into a book. There are different interpretations as to whether CQ
Researcher is a scholarly journal or a news magazine. Here, we are following CQ
Researcher’s suggested APA formatting, which they provided in the front of their book.
Notice they do not use pp. in front of the page numbers.]

Triplett, William. (2005, January 7). Teen driving. CQ Researcher, 15, 1-24.

Dictionary of Literary Biography

Carter, S.R. (1988). Louis Peterson. In M.J. Broccoli (Series Ed.) & T. Harris (Vol. Ed.),
Dictionary of literary biography: Vol. 76 Afro-American writers, 1940-1955 (pp.

134-139). Detroit, MI: Gale.

ERIC microfiche document

Enoch, D. E., & Hall, S. (2001). Teacher and parent conferences concerning end of
grade testing (Tech. Rep. No. 114). Atlanta, GA: Spelman College, Center for
Elementary Teaching and Learning. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No.

ED207922)
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MOTION PICTURES

APA BIBLIOGRAPHIC FORMAT
Producer, A. (Producer), Director, A. (Director) (Year). Title of film [Motion Picture].

Country: Company.

[Note: Use the term Motion Picture instead of video recording, videotape, or
DVD.]

[Note: In APA style, the second word in a title is not normally capitalized. However, in
the example below, Dr. Strangelove is the name of a person, so Strangelove is
capitalized.]

Kubrick, S. (Producer/Director). (1997). Dr. Strangelove, or how | learned to stop

worrying and love the bomb [Motion Picture]. United States: Columbia Pictures.

Wallis, H. B. (Producer), & Curtiz, M. (Director). (1943). Casablanca [Motion Picture].

United States: Turner.

PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS

[Note: messages, personal interviews, and telephone conversations are not included in
the reference list. Cite them in-text only. Give the speaker’s initials and last name and
as precise a date as possible.]

E. Penton (personal communication, September 15, 2006)

(T. Constantine, personal communication, March 5, 2007)

Guidelines for APA Style Manual - Revised on 3/19/2007 11:13 AM 17




CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

APA BIBLIOGRAPHIC FORMAT

Author, A. (Year, Month day). Title of presentation. Paper presented at the meeting of

the [Organization Name], City, State.

Weiss, R. O. (1998, November). Sustaining speaking across the curriculum programs.

Paper presented at the 84™ annual meeting of the National Communication

Association, New York, NY.
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INTERNET SITES

APA BIBLIOGRAPHIC FORMAT
Author, A. (Last update or copyright date). Article title. Homepage Title. Retrieval date,

from URL

Web site with an author:

Feinberg, D. (2005, November 26). NBA dress code causing some headaches. Yahoo!
News. Retrieved November 12, 2005, from

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20051126/

Web site with no author and no date given: [Note: Use the letters n.d. when no
date is given.]

Intermediate driver license program. (n.d.). Washington State Department of Licensing.

Retrieved December 13, 2006, from http://www.dol.wa.gov/ds/intermed.htm

Government web site:

U.S. Census Bureau. (2006, February 14). Effects of government taxes and transfers
on income and poverty: 2004. Retrieved February 19, 2007, from

http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/effect2004/effectofgovtandt2004.html
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E-BooOKs

APA BIBLIOGRAPHIC FORMAT
Author, A. (Year of publication). Book title. City of publication: Publisher. Retrieval

date, from Name of Database.

NetlLibrary
Coltrain, S. (1996). Family man: Fatherhood, housework, and gender equity. New York:

Oxford. Retrieved February 7, 2003, from NetLibrary database.

Gale Virtual Reference Library

Hoyle, B. (2004). Ebola virus. In K. L. Turner & B. Lerner (Eds.), Gale encyclopedia of
science (3" ed., Vol. 2). Detroit, MI: Gale. Retrieved March 24, 2006, from Gale

Virtual Reference Library database.
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EXAMPLE CITATION OF FULL-TEXT JOURNAL ARTICLES FROM ELECTRONIC
DATABASES

APA BIBLIOGRAPHIC FORMAT

Author, A. (Year of publication). Title of article. Title of Periodical, Volume

number(lssue number), pages. Retrieved [date], from [Database Name]

database.

Academic OneFile Database

SAMPLE APA CITATION — JOURNAL ARTICLE
Sladen, C. (2002). Holidays at home in the Second World War. Journal of

Contemporary History, 37(1), 67+. Retrieved January 3, 2007, from Academic

OneFile database.

NCLive

SAMPLE APA CITATION — JOURNAL ARTICLE

Academic Search Premier:

Gibbs, G., Lucas, L. & Simonite, V. (1996). Class size and student performance:

1984-94. Studies in Higher Education, 21(3), 261-273. Retrieved February 12,

2007, from Academic Search Premier database.
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EXAMPLE CITATIONS OF FULL-TEXT MAGAZINE ARTICLES FROM ELECTRONIC
DATABASES

APA BIBLIOGRAPHIC FORMAT
Author, A. (Year, month). Title of article. Title of Periodical, Volume number(lssue
number), pages. Retrieved [month day, and year], from [Database Name]

database.

MasterFile Premier Database

SAMPLE APA CITATION — MAGAZINE
Lanken, D. (1996, March-April). When the earth moves. Canadian Geographic, 116(2),

66-73. Retrieved January 5, 2006, from MasterFile Premier database.

[Note: NCLive is a family of many databases. Cite the name of the specific
database within NCLive where you found the article. For example, in your NCLive
search, your article may be found in the database for CQ Researcher or

MasterFile Premier or another NCLive database.]
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EXAMPLE CITATIONS OF FULL-TEXT NEWSPAPER ARTICLES FROM ELECTRONIC
DATABASES

APA BIBLIOGRAPHIC FORMAT

Author, A. (Date). Title of article. Title of Periodical, Volume number, pages.

Retrieved [Month day, and year], from [Database Name] database.

Newspaper article with author(s)

America’s Newspapers Database:

Curliss, J., & Siceloff, B. (2005, December 16). TTA says it is not giving up on rail.

News & Observer, p. A1l. Retrieved February 1, 2006, from America’s

Newspapers database.

Newspaper article with no author (begin with title):
Democrats plan to revive embryonic stem cell bill. (November 29, 2006). The Sampson

Independent, p. A002. Retrieved December 6, 2006, from America’s

Newspapers database.

Newspaper article with no page number given
[Note: The Newspaper Source database seems to not provide page numbers.]
Breaking language barriers. (2006, November 7). Irish Times. Retrieved November 9,

2006, from Newspaper Source database.
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EXAMPLE CITATIONS OF FULL-TEXT ARTICLES FROM ELECTRONIC DATABASES

CINAHL Plus with Full-Text Database

SAMPLE APA CITATION — JOURNAL WITH VOLUME AND ISSUE NUMBER

Yensel, C. S. (2004). Childhood obesity and insulin-resistant syndrome. Journal of
Pediatric Nursing, 19(4), 238-246. Retrieved November 7, 2006, from CINAHL

Plus with Full-Text database.

CO Researcher Database

SAMPLE APA CITATION — JOURNAL WITH VOLUME AND ISSUE NUMBER

Mantel, B. (2005, May 27). No child left behind. The CQ Researcher, 15(20), 469-492.

Retrieved November 20, 2006, from The CQ Researcher database.
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EXAMPLE CITATIONS OF FULL-TEXT ARTICLES FROM ELECTRONIC DATABASES

eHRAF Database

[Note: eHRAF has journal articles, books, files, manuscripts, and documents for their
sources. Unless your source is a book, we suggest that you use the format for a journal
or the format in the example given here.]

SAMPLE APA CITATION for a document or a file

Martin, M., Levinson, D., & Skoggard, I. Cultural summary: Central Thai. Retrieved

February 26, 2005, from eHRAF Collection of Ethnography database.

ERIC Database

SAMPLE APA CITATION for a presentation found in the database

Cobbs, C., & McCallum, O. (1992). Positive impact program (PIP) for at-risk black
males. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Mid-South Educational
Research Association, 1-9. Retrieved August 15, 2005, from the ERIC database.

(ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED354437)

SAMPLE APA CITATION for aresearch report found in the database

Laird, J., DeBell, M., & Chapman, C. (2006). Dropout rates in the United States: 2004.
(Report No. NCES-2007-024). Washington, NC: National Center for Education
Statistics. Retrieved March 7, 2007, from the ERIC database. (ERIC Document

Reproduction Service No. ED494396)
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EXAMPLE CITATIONS OF FULL-TEXT ARTICLES FROM ELECTRONIC

DATABASES

Health Reference Center-Academic Database

SAMPLE APA CITATION — JOURNAL WITH VOLUME AND ISSUE NUMBER
Marshall, M., Carter, B., & Rose, K. (2006). Adolescents living with diabetes: Self-care
and parental relationships. Journal of Diabetes Nursing, 10(1), 8-14. Retrieved

October 12, 2006, from Health Reference Center—Academic database.

JSTOR: The Scholarly Journal Archive, Arts and Humanities |l
Collection Database

SAMPLE APA CITATION — JOURNAL WITH VOLUME AND ISSUE NUMBER

Harnisch, S. (2002). U.S.-North Korean relations under the Bush administration: From

"slow go" to "no go." Asian Survey, 42(6), 856-882. Retrieved November 9, 2006,

from JSTOR database.

Literature Resource Center Database

SAMPLE APA CITATION
Sarnowski, J. (1999). Critical essay on “We real cool.” (Reprinted from Poetry
Criticism, Vol. 6. Detroit, MI: Gale.) Retrieved December 14, 2006, from

Literature Resource Center database.
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EXAMPLE CITATIONS OF FULL-TEXT ARTICLES FROM ELECTRONIC DATABASES

Mary Ann Liebert, Inc., Database

SAMPLE APA CITATION WITH VOLUME AND ISSUE NUMBER

Theise, N.D. (2005). Cell doctrine in a complex and uncertain world: Time for
reappraisal. Cloning and Stem Cells, 7(4), 209-213. Retrieved December 15,

2006, from Mary Ann Liebert, database.

MasterFile Premier Database

SAMPLE APA CITATION WITH VOLUME AND ISSUE NUMBER

Lewis, A. C. (2005, November). More than just cute kids. Phi Delta Kappan, 87(3), 179-

180. Retrieved December 13, 2006, from MasterFile Premier database.
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EXAMPLE CITATIONS OF FULL-TEXT ARTICLES FROM ELECTRONIC DATABASES

Ovid: Nursing Journals

SAMPLE APA CITATION WITH VOLUME AND ISSUE NUMBER

Sharts-Hopko, N. C. (2007). Personal and professional impact of a course on
contemplative practices in health and illness. Holistic Nursing Practice, 21(1): 3-

9. Retrieved January 3, 2007, from Ovid database.

ProQuest Science Journals

SAMPLE APA CITATION WITH VOLUME AND ISSUE NUMBER

Savitz, D. A., Meyer, R. E., Tanzer, J. M., Mirvish, S. S., & Lewin, F. (2006). Public
health implications of smokeless tobacco use as a harm reduction strategy.
American Journal of Public Health, 96(11), 1934-1940. Retrieved November 15,

2006, from ProQuest Science Journals database.

PSycARTICLES

SAMPLE APA CITATION WITH VOLUME NUMBER (No issue number given)

Alderfer, M., Kazak, A., Canan, A., & Annunziato, R. (2005). Patterns of posttraumatic
stress symptoms in parents of childhood cancer survivors. Journal of Family
Psychology, 19, 430. Retrieved January 26, 2006, from PsycARTICLES

database.
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